VIP BREAKFAST

The Houston Club
Houston, Texas USA

©

26 October 2007

* Introduction and active discussion led by Eduardo de Mulder,
Larry Woodfork and Ralph Baird

* Roundtable contributions by Houston leaders including
professional Earth science society VIP’s

 Events identified for 2008-2009 for consideration

« Joint Annual Meeting GSA/Gulf Coast Association of Geological
Societies: 5 — 9 October 2008 in Houston

« Comments and consideration by SEG, SEG Foundation, GSH
and Sister Cities of Houston




10 January 2007, Piccadily Circus, London



Coimbra (Portugal), 1 June 07



Chidambaram, India, 5 January 2007



Sao Paulo, 25 January 2007



Coimbra (Portugal), 1 June 07
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UN Year of Planet Earth 2008



Why an International
Year of Planet Earth?

To demonstrate the great potential of the Earth
sciences in the building of a safer, healthier and
ealthier Society

To encourage Society to apply this potential more
effectively




IYPE: for People and Planet

People : towards safer, healthier and more
prosperous societies across the globe

Planet: to reduce environmental impact of human
activities

Sustainable development and UN patronage

Building bridges between ‘brown’ and ‘green’




Who is behind it?

Initiated by the International Union
of Geological Sciences (IUGS)

Co-initiated by UNESCO'’s Earth Science Division

12 Founding Partners, 26 Associate Partners,
12 International Partners

192 UN member countries

52 nations with National IYPE Committees + 18
pending




12 Founding Partners

IAEG + ISRM +
ISSMGE Consortium




26 Associate Partnhers

|(Permafrost)A
|P(alaeontological)A




International I'YPE Partners

American Geophysical Union (AGU)
British Geological Survey (BGS)
European Geological Surveys
European Geoscience Union (EGU
Geological Society of America (GSA)
Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI)
Geological Survey of Japan (AIST)
Geological Survey of Spain (IGME)

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
Norwegian Geological Survey (NGU)

Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG)

Geological Survey of Italy (APAT)




Models

International Geophysical Year 1957-58

Das GeoJahr, 2002

- Major outreach activities

- 1 Million participants

- High enrollment on new students in the geosciences




Focus on:




10 Science Themes
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Groundwater — towards sustainable use

Hazards — minimising risk, maximising awareness
Earth & Health — building a safer environment
Climate - the ‘stone tape’

Resources — towards sustainable use

Megacities — going deeper, building safer

Deep Earth — from crust to core

Ocean — abyss of time

Soils — the living skin of the Earth

Earth & Life — origins of diversity




Publications



Examples of science activities

OneGeology: 1:1M digital map of the world

International Science Congresses
Design for underground cities
Research grants for students in LDC'’s

New Journal: ‘Nature Geoscience’




IlYPE and OneGeology

|YPE star Project,
Joint effort by all Geological Surveys

82 organizations in 65 countries, 8 international
Three levels: 1: 1M, 1: 5M and 1: 25M
Interoperable, all have access to all data
Release beta portal system by 31 December '08

Brighton Accord, Utrecht and Canada workshops

Final goal: to make the Earth ‘transparent’




IYPE and IGC33

Input in Plenary Sessions
Topical Symposia

IYPE Representation in the Science
Programme Committee

Joint Secretariat

Memorandum of Understanding

IGC33 President chairs the Norwegian IYPE NC




THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
lYPE and ﬁOFAMERICA‘E"

GSA is International IYPE Partner

GSA chairs USA National IYPE Committee
GSA shares seat on the IYPE Board

GSA highlights IYPE in its 2007 Congress
GSA highlights IYPE in its 2008 Congress
GSA highlights IYPE in its 2009 Congress




Examples of Outreach

Balloon launches

Global Launch event at UNESCO, Paris February 08
Africa Launch, Tanzania, May 08

Indigenous versus academic knowledge of the Earth
Geo-buses, trains, ships

Exhibitions

Popular books and articles

New Geoparks

TV documentaries, DVD’s

Stamps

Art expressions, geo-poems, paintings




Paris Launch event

12 & 13 February 2008

Heads of State, Leaders of Industry & Nobel laureates

4 debates (Resources, Hazards, Cities & System Earth)

Award winning students from across the world

Sponsors needed




Global Launch Event Paris
Sessions

Session titles:
Population growth & Climate Change:
Challenges for Planet Earth
Earth resources: threat or treat
Geohazards: minimizing risk, maximizing
awareness

Per session:
Introduction by session leader
Student reads award winning essay
Representative of industry

Representative of politics
Debate with public
Concluding remarks by session leader

O
o
O
O Representative of sciences
o
O

18-22 years old invited to write essay, poem etc. on



Global Launch Event Paris
Students

Students:

o

o
o
o
o
o
o

18-22 years old invited to write essay, poem
etc. on one of 10 themes ‘Earth Sciences for
Society’

Per nation maximum 5 award winning students
Award: free trip to Paris GLE

Evaluation by National IYPE Committee

Costs in principle covered by national funds
Additional support for students from LDCs
Total number of students: 350

Total number of participants: 1000




Output by 2010



Organisation



Timing of the International Year



National committees 1 October 2007



National Committees meeting 17 April 07



Patron Mkapa after
Planet Earth Symposium



Celimontana meeting
6 & 7 September 2005



Comparison between I*Y’s






The International Year of Planet Earth
Timing



What may be done?

Organize IYPE Launch Event in Houston
Organize media events, round table, TV-spots
Companies to join as International Partners
Join activities of US National Committee

Participate in Global Launch Event in Paris

Organize Partnership Conference




www.yearofplanetearth.org



